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      From about 1965 PARISH NEWS            February 2016 
For the Parishes of ASHBRITTLE with GREENHAM, BATHEALTON,  

STAWLEY and KITTISFORD  

    LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
"Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down"  

 

Sunday January 31st Epiphany 4: Why martyrdom? 

 10.00 a.m. PARISH COMMUNION [CW Mod]    Stawley  

   Readings: Ecclesiastes 12 : 1 - 8. John 12 : 24 ï 26 

 4.30 p.m. EVENING PRAYER for CANDLEMAS [BCP]  Greenham  

 

Sunday February 7th Sunday next before Lent: Why religion? 

 9.30 a.m. PARISH COMMUNION [CW Mod]    Stawley 

   Readings: 2 Corinthians 3 : 12 ï 4 : 2. Luke 9 : 28 ï 36  

 11.15 a.m. FAMILY SERVICE [Informal]    Bathealton  

 

Wednesday February 10th Ash Wednesday: Introduction to the Beatitudes 

 7.30 p.m. HOLY COMMUNION     Stawley 

   Readings:  2 Corinthians 5 : 20 ï 6 : 10. Matthew 5 : 1 ï 12 

 

Sunday February 14th Lent 1.  

 9.30 a.m. PARISH COMMUNION [CW Trad]    Ashbrittle 

   Readings: Romans 10 : 8 ï 13. Luke 4 : 1 ï 13 

   Minister: Rev. Tim Treanor, Team Rector 

 11.15 a.m. FAMILY SERVICE [Informal]    Stawley 

 

Wednesday February 17th Jesus' Sermon: The Beatitudes: "Blessed are the poor in spirit" 

 7.30 p.m. LENT SHARING & DISCUSSION MEETING    

 

Sunday February 21st  Lent 2: Jesus' Temptations: Stones into bread 

 9.30 a.m. PARISH COMMUNION  [CW Mod]    Kittisford  

   Readings: Philippians 3 : 17 ï 4 : 1. Luke 9 : 10 ï 17 

 11.15 a.m. MORNING PRAYER   [BCP]    Ashbrittle 

 

Wednesday February 24
th
 Jesus' Sermon: "Blessed are those who mourn" 

 7.30 p.m. LENT SHARING & DISCUSSION MEETING    

 

Sunday February 28th Lent 3: Jesus' Temptations: Jumping off the Temple 

 9.30 a.m. PARISH COMMUNION [BCP]    Bathealton 

   1 Corinthians 10 : 1 ï 13. Mark 6 : 45 ï 56 

 11.15 a.m. FAMILY SERVICE  [Informal]    Kittisford  

 4. 30 p.m. COMPLINE  [BCP]      Greenham  

 

Wednesday March 2nd Jesus' Sermon: "Blessed are the meek" 

 7.30 p.m. LENT SHARING & DISCUSSION MEETING    

 

Sunday March 6th Lent 4: Mothering Sunday 

 9.30 a.m. FAMILY COMMUNION [CW Mod/informal]  Stawley 

 11.15 am. MORNING PRAYER  [BCP]    Bathealton   

 

Worship Form Abbreviations:  CW Mod : Common Worship Modern 

     CW Trad : Common Worship Traditional  

     BCP : Book of Common Prayer Traditional  

 
 
Vicar   Rev Martin Perry, 51 Rockwell Green, Wellington  TA21 9BZ  01823 665803 

Lay Minister  Elaine McNicholas, School House, Bathealton   01984 624428 
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Thought for the Month 

 
The decorations are packed away for another 

year and Christmas 2015 joins the host of 

memories of Christmas past.  2016 has arrived 

and life for most of us has slipped back into a 

familiar routine.   

 The period following the Christmas and 

New Year celebrations can feel a bit flat after 

all the rushing around and planning leading 

up to the Festive Season.  So what next? 

 Well, at least February has Valentines 

Day to brighten this drab and dismal month.  

Now comes a time of expectation when many 

will express there love for another with a Val-

entineôs Day card.   

 In the past the cards would never be 

signed and half the fun of receiving a card 

was trying to discover who had sent it.  

Nowadays the mystery and discovery sur-

rounding the Valentines card has been re-

placed by the sender signing the card and re-

vealing their identity.  I, for one look forward 

to the exchange of cards, and the beautiful 

flowers my husband delights in giving me. 

 This month is also a time of reflection 

as we enter Lent and many set themselves the 

challenge of giving something up for the pe-

riod leading up to Easter.  It is also a time 

when Christians all over the world explore 

their faith and reflect upon the mystery of 

Godôs love; an all-encompassing love. 

 

A wise interpretation 

There is an account of a little boy visiting an 

elderly woman.  The boy was intrigued by a 

coloured wall motto bearing the biblical text: 

óThou God, seest me.ô  Noticing the childôs 

interest, the kindly woman took the motto 

from the wall and began explaining it to the 

lad. 

 óSome people will tell you, she said, 

óthat God is always watching to see when you 

are doing wrong - so He can punish you.  I 

donôt want you to think of this motto in that 

way.  Every time you read the words, ñThou 

God, seest meò, I would rather have you re-

member that God loves you so much that He 

cannot take His eyes off you.ô 

 óLove is what makes the world go 

aroundô,  so the saying goes.  Could this be 

the time to stop the merry-go-round of life 

and make the period of Lent a time to reflect 

upon what love and its many facets means to 

you?  

Elaine McNicholas 

 

Do you have something to say? 

Do you read the Parish News cover to cover 

or just pick out the bits that interest 

you?   Why not write a piece to interest every-

one else?   The magazine is looking for guest 

contributors to write the frontispiece that 

faces you when you open the cover.   

 It need not be a great piece of prose but 

should be thought provoking, based on a life 

experience, and interesting to people that live 

within the Parishes.   This is your opportunity 

to put your ideas to the rest of us and could 

lead to a greater understanding of your views 

and feelings about particular issues.   

 If you would like to contribute please 

contact us by óphone (01823 672216 /672349) 

or by email: ashparishnews@btinternet.com 

 

Eds 

  

The Role of the Village Agent 
 

What is a Village Agent?  Village Agents put 

residents in touch with services they did not 

know existed. We offer a free, confidential 

service, helping residents to use services they 

did not know were available to them. 

 Did you know, that if you are unable to 

get your rubbish and recycling to the kerb, 

due to strength or mobility problems, you can 

have it collected from your door ? 

 Or that if you are over 55, you are enti-

tled to a free fire home safety check from the 

Somerset and Devon Fire Service  

 Or that you can use Wivey Link even if 

you are young and healthy.  These are all ser-

vices we can help you access which will make 

life so much easier. 

 

      Your Village Agent is Nicky Gibbard  

You can  meet her on Thursday March 10th 

from 10 - 12 noon at Stawley Community 

Shop and Post Office.  If you would like to 

contact Nicky, her number is 07746 350546  

or you can email her at:     

  nicky@somersetrcc.org.uk 
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Steepholding  
 

Large selection of bare root fruit trees. 

24 varieties of Apples on  

6 different root stocks.  

1 year old apples from £12 .  

Pear and Cherry trees also available.   

Grown naturally without the use of  

chemical fertilizers and pesticides.  

 

For a full list visit  

https://steepholding.wordpress.com/ 

contact us on 07854680335 or 

07949294364 

steepholding@yahoo.co.uk 

Country Matters  

 
All Nature has a Feeling 

 

All nature has a feeling: woods, fields, brooks 

Are life eternal ï and in time they 

Speak happiness ï beyond the reach of books. 

Thereôs nothing mortal in them ï their decay 

Is the green life of change, to pass away 

And come again in blooms revivified. 

Anon 

 

Late December:  The mild weather has had a 

noticeable affect on our plants and trees.  The 

Autumn colours went on right to the end of 

November and all the leaves hadnôt fallen un-

til mid-December, which was very late.  Daf-

fodils enjoyed the mild weather and were well 

grown and even flowering by mid-January.  

Although the snowdrops in sheltered positions 

flowered early they are about the usual time. 

 Magpies were seen tearing off twigs 

from bushes as building material for their 

nests.  They hop about in the bush, pulling off 

twigs to see if they can break them away, and 

go on until they find one.  They need to start 

early because they have a large domed nest to 

build in a tree top, and that can take until 

Spring if the weather is bad.  They donôt nor-

mally use their old nests as they are full of 

fleas. 

 

Early January:  Song thrushes have started 

to sing with loud, clear trills, and especially 

their runs of emphatic single notes.  Black-

birds are also singing again and the rich mel-

low notes can be heard at dawn.  A decade 

ago the first songs of blackbirds began in 

early February, but lately they have started 

singing in January, especially this year with 

the unseasonable high temperatures.  Male 

robins have also óuppedô their singing hoping 

to attract females, who are very discerning 

and like their males to have rich, energetic 

songs promising a good mate! 

 I expect youôve noticed that grey squir-

rels do not hibernate as they try to get the pea-

nuts out of the bird feeders.  They may retreat 

to their dreys (nests) if it gets really cold, but 

they are out and about in the woods and gar-

den for most of the year.  The dreys are much 

messier than rookôs nests, with leaves still on 

the twigs.  They have a good memory and find 

the hazel nuts and beech mast that they had 

hidden in the Autumn.  Their other habit 

which ruins young trees, is to strip the bark 

off saplings to suck the sweet rising sap which 

can kill the tree. 

Sally Merrett 

 

Ashbrittle rainfall in inches  
 

November 

    2011      2012      2013     2014      2015 

    3.32      7.67       3.67      6.28       4.06 

 

December 

    2011      2012      2013     2014      2015 

    4.71      7.76       6.09      2.94       5.29 

 

Annual Total 

    2011       2012      2013     2014      2015 

    32.11     58.81     38.66     47.73     38.33 

 

Cedric Hooper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ashbrittle, Stawley and  Clayhanger 

Cricket Club  

 
Results of the Christmas Draw 

 
1st    £75   Terry Buckingham   

2nd   £50   Lee Randall   

3rd    £25   Marie Cowling 

 

Mark Barratt (promoter) 

https://steepholding.wordpress.com/
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