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      From about 1965 PARISH NEWS            June 2016 
For the Parishes of ASHBRITTLE with GREENHAM, BATHEALTON,  

STAWLEY and KITTISFORD  

     
LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

 
 

Sunday June 5th  

 9.30 am Parish Communion       Stawley 

 11.15 am Family Service        Bathealton 

 

Sunday June 12th 

 9.30 am Parish Communion  (Holy Communion by Extension) Ashbrittle 

 11.15 am Family Service        Stawley 

 11.15 am  Gift Day Plus Queenôs Birthday Celebration   Bathealton 

 

Sunday June19th 

 9.30 am Parish Communion       Kittisford 

 11.15 am Morning Prayer        Greenham 

 

Sunday June 26th  

 9.30 am Parish Communion       Bathealton 

 11.15 am Family Service        Kittisford 

 

Sunday July 3rd 

9.30 am Parish Communion         Ashbrittle 

11.15 am Bathealton         Bathealton 

 

Sunday July 10th   
 9.30 am Parish Communion       Ashbrittle 

 11.15 am Family Service        Stawley 

 

 

Churchwardens 
 

Ashbrittle with Greenham 

  Charles Doble, The Old Rectory, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LQ  01823 672365 

  David Hanks, Manley House, Ashbrittle, TA21 0LE   01823 672436 

 

Bathealton  Graham Hall, Deepmoor, Bathealton, TA4 2AH     01984623300 

 

 

Kittisford   Brenda Hollick, Kittisford Glebe, Wellington, TA21 0SA  01823 672366 

   Hugh Tregelles, Newhouse Farm, Kittisford, TA21 0SA  01823 672349 

 

Stawley Penny Hare , Stawley Mill, Wellington, TA21 0HT   01823 672183 

  Graham Henson, Court Place Farm, Stawley, TA21 0HP  01823 672496 

 

Team Rector   Rev. Tim Trainor, The Rectory, 72 High Street, Wellington 01823 662248 

 

Lay Minister   Elaine McNicholas, School House, Bathealton, TA4 2AN 01984 624428   
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Thought for the Month  

 
Spring has Sprung! 

This is a busy time for gardeners as every-

thing seems to demand our attention - now!  

The sleepy plants and trees have burst into life 

and the hedgerows are a froth of cow parsley, 

red campions, bluebells, wild garlic and the 

last of the primroses.  Our lanes are spectacu-

lar at this time of the year and to walk along 

them makes my soul sing. 

 We took a break from trying to tame our 

garden recently and visited Barrington Court, 

near Ilminster.  I wasnôt expecting to see too 

much in the grounds as the gardens were 

freshly planted for summer and autumn col-

our.  Yet our senses were overwhelmed with a 

riot of colour from beds of wallflowers, rho-

dodendrons, wisteria, climbing roses, late tu-

lips and forget-me-nots.  The perfume was 

intoxicating and we simply stood and tried to 

take it all in. 

 

The beauty of Creation 

I am probably going to be accused of an over-

use of superlatives, so be it.  What occurs to 

me when I look around at the beauty of crea-

tion is how it truly does touch something deep 

within us.  Poets, writers and artists have all 

tried to express in their own way their percep-

tion and expression of the beauty of the world 

around them, yet they would be the first to 

admit that there is some elusive quality that 

exists only in the real thing. 

 Why do we have that sense of wonder 

that can effect us so deeply?  As I mentioned 

earlier, there is something within us that is 

more than conscious thought; we can call it 

our soul and it is this that makes us unique.  

As a result we are able to have deeply spiri-

tual experiences. 

 For Christians the celebration of the 

Easter message is central to our faith.  The 

Risen Christ was first encountered in a gar-

den, and the Resurrection brought with it the 

wonder of a new creation that we can all ex-

perience.  To be filled with awe and wonder is 

a God-given experience we all appreciate; to 

acknowledge its source and power takes faith. 

 
Elaine McNicholas 

 

 

Bartholomewôs Church Bathealton 
 

Gift Day Service 

 We have decided to combine the Annual Gift 

Day Service and a Thanksgiving Service for 

Her Majestyôs Birthday on the same day, Sun-

day 12th June at 11.15 am.  This will be in the 

form of a Songs of Praise and will be in the 

morning, not the traditional Gift Day Even-

song, as there are likely be afternoon events 

which people wish to attend.   

 We hope to welcome many of you to 

this Service. 

Graham Hall 

 

Raise the Roof 

 
On Saturday 9th July we are holding a summer 

BBQ and drinks tasting event in aid of Kittis-

ford Church Roof.  We are hoping to receive 

donations of home made wine, beer, cider and 

cordial which can then be tasted and judged in 

a friendly competition.   We have already had 

some great offers of damson wine, cider, 

elderflower champagne and a vintage apple 

wine. 

 There will also be wine and beer avail-

able from The Village Shop.  We have some 

expert hands ready to run the BBQ and we are 

also planning to have music provided by local 

groups.  It should be good fun and a chance to 

relax at Meadow Farm, Greenham and raise 

much needed church roof funds at the same 

time. 

 Tickets are on sale at the Village Shop 

as well as through Rachel Oliver, Vivien Bell-

West and Annie Musgrove.   Please let Sally 

Perry at the Village Shop know if you are 

hoping to donate drinks for the tasting event 

or have a music group that would like to per-

form. Tel 674361 

Annie Musgrove 

Road Closure 
Bishops Hill from 500m northwest of the 

junction with Greenham Road, north-

westwards for a distance of 500 metres. 

 Three days 09:30 to 15:00 hours from 

06 June 2016 to enable BT Openreach to re-

place a telegraph pole and restore customer 

service in this road. 
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News from Stawley School 
 

With SATs tests all over it can only mean one 

thing; year 5 and Year 6 are off to Kilve Court 

for the week.  Here's a few diary extracts from 

this yearôs camp. 

 

Sunday 15th May 

Last minute scrabbling around for various bits 

and pieces.  Have I got enough clothes?  Is it 

going to be hot? cold? rainy?  Decide to cover 

all bases and pack thermals as well as shorts.  

 Early to bed in the full knowledge that 

this will be the last decent nightôs sleep in a 

comfy bed for a good few nights - don't sleep 

anyway as I keep on waking up thinking of 

things that I've forgotten to pack. 

 

Monday 16th May 

Open the curtains to bright sunshine.  Hooray!  

Last minute check of things and then it's off to 

Bishops Lydeard School to meet up with eve-

ryone else.  Made it as far as the front door 

before I realised I had left my torch beside the 

bed.  Finally stagger to school with far too 

many bags each weighing more than a small 

child. 

 

8.30 - The children start to arrive and the real 

excitement begins.  Cake after cake is brought 

in, forty seven cakes in all!  Will we really eat  

that many? 

10.15 - After a few games we start bringing 

all the luggage in to the playground to load on 

the bus.  Strange, the bus is normally here by 

now. 

10.16 - Calamity! There is no bus! The bus 

company went into liquidation over the week-

end.  After a few desperate phone calls 

Berry's Coaches save the day and send a 

coach over. 

11.15 - Still waiting for the bus, apparently it 

went to the wrong school.  Finally, on our 

way to Kilve.  Lots of very excited children.  

 We soon arrive, unpack, have lunch and 

then it's straight into activities.  The climbing 

tower first.  A real mix, there are some kids 

who are like spiders and scoot up the tower 

while for some it's a real achievement to get 

past the first few hand holds. What's brilliant 

is the encouragement that everyone gives each 

other, helping each other along. 

Next up is grass sledging, a firm favourite.  

Zooming down the hill in the cross between a 

sledge and a tank! 

 The rest of day followed in a flurry of 

activities interspersed with the biggest bowl 

of spaghetti bolognese I've ever seen. 

 Bed time next, not too late, lights out at 

10pm.  Maybe it was a bit optimistic as for 

the next hour or so several night revellers 

were spotted poking their heads out of the 

cabin.  Finally, we could head to bed our-

selves. 

 

Tuesday  2.00am  - The dreaded knock on 

the door.  

Me: ówhat is it?ô (said in the most compas-

sionate voice I can muster at two in the morn-

ing). 

Small voice: óI can't get in my cabin Mr Stir-

zaker, the doorôs lockedô 

 The problem's soon sorted and it's back 

to sleep again. 

 

5.30 - Woken up by the first few cabin doors 

banging.  It's alright I didn't need to sleep any-

way.  By 8.30 though everyone's up and the 

camp is buzzing! Breakfast is soon over 

(beans on toast) and then it's off for a walk on 

the beautiful Quantock Hills.  As soon as 

we're out of the gate though the questions 

start: Are we nearly there yet?  How much 

further to go?  Is it time for lunch yet?  My 

legs are hurting!  

 Two steep hills, several stream cross-

ings and a diversion to avoid a field with a 

bull in it and we're back at camp. The staff, 

collapsed in the comfy chairs drinking tea by 

the pint; the children, whose feet were in pain 

only moments ago, charging around the field 

playing football.  Where do they get their en-

ergy?  At least they should sleep well tonight, 

or at least I hope they sleep well tonight. 

 And so it continues. 

 

On another happy note, I have great pleasure 

in announcing that Benjamin John Collier was 

born on Monday 9th May, weighing in at 9lbs 

8oz. We all wish Mrs Collier and her family 

all the best and are looking forward to when 

she comes in to school with baby John. 

 

David Stirzaker 
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Stawley Primary School  

Summer Fete  
 

12 June 2016 - 1.0pm - 3.30pm. 

 

               at   

     Appley Pavilion 

 
 

Come and support your local primary school  

and watch the children May Pole dancing. 

 

 
 

Lots of fun for all the family.   

BBQ, Cake stall, Plant stall, 'Welly Wanging', Hoopla, Toy stall, Jumble, Skittles, 

Coconut Shy, Face-painting and Hairfeathers. 
 


